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Humbly Offered agaiuſt the BIL L Enticuled, | 
An ACT foz Removing of Doubts and pzeventing of Controverſies, 


CONCERNING 


OYAL MINES 


And that the K I N G may have the Preemption. 


Þ. H E 1 R Majeſties Predeceſſors, Kings and Queens of England, have always been, by the antient Laws of this Land, entityled to al! Mines of Gold 
e and Silver, in this Their Majeſties Kingdow of England, as a known part of their Hereditary Revenue. 


As this inberent Right of the Kings of this Realm to Royal Mines, appears to have been one of the moſt antient, ſo it remains one of the 
moſt indiſputable Branches of the Prerogative ; and the claim and enjoyment of it, by Sovereign Princes, hath alway: been undiſturb'd and un- 
interrupted in all Ages and in all Nations h 


This Branch of the Prerogative is no more waluable to their Majeſtics, than it is advantagious to the Kingdom, The Intereſt that accrews 

to Their Majeſties, is doubled by the Benefit which ariſes from thence to the Kingdom : For this Revenue will not be in the nature of Cuſtoms 
only, where Commodities are only brought in, and the Money of the Nation never augmented by them, and often decreaſed in lieu of them. 

But the Riches of Their Majeſties Kingdom will be encreas'd, by Silver of Domeſtic Growth 3 Their Subje&s will be employ'd, and paid ; and Their Exchequer 
fill'd, withour the leaſt diminution of the currant Coin of the Nation. Whereas otherwiſe the Oar and Bullion 1n England will be Tranſported, and other Nations @n- 
riched with the intrinſick Wealth of this Kingdom. | 


This 4# wholly deſtroys the Prerogative in Reyal Mines, and gives it nothing in lieu of it, but a ſeeming Right of Preemption, which is in its ſelf, as reſtrained in 
the At, wholly impra&icablez and if praQicable, is no Compenſation. 


The Revenues of the King, which depend on many Branches of the Prerogative, have been ſo conſtantly maintain'd, and the People ſo concern'd in the defence 
of them, in eaſe of themſelves, that never any of them have been touch'd in former Reigns, without ſecuring a ſufficient equivalent to the Crown. And there are no 
other than falſe and unwarrantable Suggeſtions offer'd in the Preamble of this Bill, for the alteration of the k11own and antient Law of this Nation now, and for di- 
miniſhing the Hereditary Revenues of the Cromn- 


The Preamble of the Af, recites That — 


Whereas bp a Clauſe in one Act Parliament, made in the 1ſt. Year of their Majeſties ieign; Entituled, an Act to repeal the Statute, made in the F, 
Year of K. Hen. LV. againſt the multiplying of Gold and Silver. Jt is ainongſt other things Ena&ed , that no Mine of Tinn, Copper, Iron 02 Lead, 
ſhall hereafter be adjudged reputed o2 taken to be a Royal Mine, althou/xh Gold oz Silver map be extracted out of the fame. But | anding the 
good Proviſton bp the ſard Statute, to p2event the diſcouraging Their jeſties good Subjects, who have Mines of Copper, Tinn, Iron 02 Lead 


their Soils, ſrom Digging and Qpening the ſame. Wanp Doubts and Queſtions have riſen upon the ſaid Statute,wherebp great Suits and Troubles 
Have riſen to manp Owners and P2opztetozs of ſuch Wines. 


Where in truth, there is =o Proviſion made by that A&. No Doubts and « Weſtions have riſen concernivg} the ſame, nor any Suits and Troubles to many Own- 
ers and Proprietor; *f Royal Mines thereby. | | 


Firſt, The good Proviſion made by that Statute, doth not alter, change, or brigge the antient Rights of their Majeſties in Adines Royai, nor was intended to make any 


alteration in the Law, but to leave Royal Mines in the ſame ſtate as they were bejore 3 ſo that. Mines of Copper, Tinn, Lead or Irom, which before the making of that 


A& did belong to ths Subje&, ſhould ſo conrinue, and ſhould not be reputed Royal Mines; tho by the new and extraordinary Skill of ——_— Gold and Silver, and the 
Art of Multiplication, which the A& made lawful to put in Practiſe, Gold and Silver might be drawn out in greater Quantities chan before. And this is the plain 
ſenſs of that AR, and ſo taken by the Court fince, without any Doubt or Scruple concerning it. 


Secondly, No Proprietor, or pretended Proprietor hath been ſued in England, on the account of Mines Royal, fince the making of that A, but Sir Carbery Price ; 
In that Cauſe Two Verdidts have been obtained for Sir Carbery, upon the difference of the Teſtimony on both ſides. For many unqueſtionable Refiners and others, 
Witneſſes on behalf of the King, (wore, that out of Oar, choſen and taken wp by Sir Carbery's own Commillioners, Sealed and Delivered into Court by them, they, with- 
out any extraordinary Art or Mixture, by the ordinary method of Refining, did extra& 4ol. of Silver in value, per Tun proportionably and upwards; and ſome Eſay- 
Maſters ( whoſe proper buſineſs is not Refining ) (wore, that they could not accordieg to their Skill, extract above 37. proportionably out of a Tun, of the ſame Oar. And 
this Proof being barely Negative, and depending on the pretended Skill of the ſaid Say-Maſters, was credited by the faid Juries, againſt the poſitive Evidence of Refiners 
and others; and when it was offered, to have a Tryal made of the ſaid Oar, taken up by Commiſſioners on beth ſides, by Retiners on beth {1des, in the preſence of 
the Jury, or of Commiſlioners; Sir Carbery Price hath declined that plain Method of aſcertaining the difference of the Evidence, and doth infiſt on his Privilege, as 
a Bar to the Action, and to the fair Tryal of the Matter in Controverſie, tho he hath once wav'd it in that very Action, under his Hand and Seal; and fince the ſaid 
Trial, the former -method of Trial of the Oar, taken up by Sir Carbery's Commiſſioners, hath been ſuccesfully attempred, and managed by indifferent Refiners, before 
Commiſlioners appointed by Their Majeſties, to their full SatisfaQtion, | 


1c is Enated, That all P2opzietozs of Mines in England, Treland o2)Wales, wherein anp Oar now is, o2 hereafter ſhall be found, may hold, enjop and 
digg the ſaid Mine, notwithſtanding ſuch Mine o2 Oar ſhall be claimed to be a Royal Mine. | 


Hereby the antient indiſputable Right of the Crown, 15 wholly taken away, and lodg'd. in the Lord of the Soil. And not only the King's Inheritance and future 
Intereſt in all Royal Mixes is precluded, but the Act hath a retroſpe&, and divefts Their Majcſties, and the Purchaſers under them, of ſeveral Mines already open'd, 
and which they havefor many Ages}quietly enjoy'd. For this Act breaks in, not only upon Their Majeſties undoubred Prerogative, but upon the Property of ſeveral Perſons 
that claim under the Crown for a valuable Conlideration, and are now actually in Poſſeſlion of ſeveral Royal Mines, which they have drein'd, and hitherto work'd 
at vaſt Expence : And Their Majeſties will not only looſe the reſerv'd Rent, but the Leſſee's themſelves will be diveſted of the future Profits, which may, and 
Ought lawfully to accrew to them, after their vaſ# Labour and Charges. 


The Crown never did, nor will, deny the Proprietor a Leaſe of the Richeſt Mines in England, nor cannot refuſe him a Third Share by the By-Laws of the Com- 
pany, if he will ſubmit to work 1t in this Nation, and to bring the Bullion to the Tower to be Coined. And the ſole End of the Ere&ion of the Company for 
Mines Royal; and their Care therein is, thatthe King may have a reafonableRent out of the Mmes, and that the Oar may not be Tranſported into other Nations, but 
work'd: in England, and the Bullion thereof Coined (there. And Their Majeſties never did deny, or refuſe, the Proprietor cf the Soil a reaſonable Share. In the Royal 
Mine found out in Sir Cerbery's Land, if he had not thought fit rather to joyn with certain Perlons his Partners, and to allow them ſhares thereof, in oppoſition to 
His Majeſty's clear and undoubted Title. 


Provided alwaps, and be ic Ena&ted and Declared, That Their Majeſties, Their Deirs and Succeſſors, and all claiming anp Royal Mines under them, 
ſhall and may have the Oar of anp ſuch Mine, o2 Mines, in anp part of the ſaid Kingdom of England, oz Ireland, o2 Dominion of Wales, o2 Town of Ber- 
wick upon Tweed, (other than Tin Oar, in the Countp of Devon, and Cornwal,) paping to the-P2opzieto2s, oz Owners, of the ſaid Mine, o2 Mines, wherem 
ſuch Oar is, 92 ſhall be found* within i 5 Daps after the ſaid Oar is, o2 ſhall be raiſed, and laid upon the Banks of the fatd Mine o2 Mines, and befo2e the 
ſame be removed from thence, the Kates following, (that is toſap,) fo2 all Oar wherein is Copper the rate of 167. per Tun: Ando? all Oar wherein there 
is Tin the rate of 403 per Tun : And fo2 all Oar wherein there is lron after the rate of 404 per Tun : And fo? all Oar wherein there is Lead the rate of 5 /. 
per Tun, 092 otherwilc. That it ſhall and map be Lawful, fo2 the Owners, o2 Popuet 02s, of the ſaid Mine o2 Mines, wherein ſuch Oar is, are, o2 ſhall 
be found, to ſell and diſpofe of the ſaid Oar, to his, o2 their own Uſes, any Law, Statute, 62 Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding. 


I. Iris to y obſerved, that this propos'd Compenſation, being (o reſtrained in time, is altogether ImpraQicable, in Places as far diſtant from London as Mines ge- 
nerally are. | | | 


AM. Ir is no Compenſation if PraQticable, becauſe it makes the King pay for that which is his own, andthat at double the pric?, than any other private Perſon can purchaſe 
it; and thi, is the only equivalent granted by the ſaid Act to Their Majeſtiez: That in reſpe& of their antient and undiſputable Ioheritance, they ſhall be Privi 
legd, it they make very ludden Payments, to buy that Oar for 91. per Tun, which i; ordinarily (old to Their SubjeRs for 4 /. | 


Wherofore it is Fumbly Pray'd, That the ſaid Pill may not Paſs i $0 an @, 


